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Be Ready for Disasters and Emergencies with Ready.gov 

Emergencies and natural disasters can cause anything from mild to devastating damage.  

Ready.gov offers information on how to prepare and respond to a natural disaster or 
emergency, including: 

 Build a disaster supplies kit  
 Make a family emergency plan 
 Make a pet emergency plan 
 Prepare your business for emergencies  

Home Fire Safety 

On average, every three hours, someone in the United States dies from a fire. Learn ways to 
prevent a fire in your home and teach everyone in your family what to do if your home is on 
fire. 

High Risk Factors 

 Cooking causes the most fires, while smoking leads to the most deaths. 
 Young children and the elderly are in the most danger from fire deaths. 
 Night is the deadliest time for fires. Install smoke alarms and carbon monoxide detectors to alert 

you to problems while you sleep. 
 Alcohol use contributes to 40% of fire deaths because of accidents, heavier sleeping, and bad 

judgment. 

Prevent Home Fires 

Get the basics from Ready.gov on preventing fires in your home, and learn about specific fire 
hazards: 

Cooking  

https://www.usa.gov/prepare-for-disasters#item-37307
https://www.usa.gov/prepare-for-disasters#item-34777
https://www.usa.gov/prepare-for-disasters#item-37597
https://www.usa.gov/prepare-for-disasters#item-37572
https://www.usa.gov/prepare-for-disasters#item-37007
https://www.usa.gov/prepare-for-disasters#item-36562
https://www.usa.gov/prepare-for-disasters#item-37067
http://www.ready.gov/
http://www.ready.gov/build-a-kit
http://www.ready.gov/make-a-plan
http://www.ready.gov/animals
http://www.ready.gov/make-a-plan
http://www.ready.gov/make-a-plan
http://www.cpsc.gov/onsafety/2012/10/smoke-alarms-good-better-best/
http://www.cpsc.gov/en/Safety-Education/Safety-Education-Centers/Carbon-Monoxide-Information-Center/Carbon-Monoxide-Questions-and-Answers-/
http://www.ready.gov/home-fires
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 Learn 10 ways to prevent kitchen fires.  
 Get tips for safe barbecuing. 
 Find out how to create a fire-safe Thanksgiving. 

Heating and Other Dangers 

 Learn how to safely maintain wood stoves, space heaters, and fireplaces. 
 Find out how to stay safe with portable generators (PDF, Download Adobe Reader). 
 Enjoy using candles safely. 
 Keep your Christmas tree safe from fires. 
 Know what to do in case of a wildfire. 

Survive a Fire in Your Home 

 Working smoke alarms cut your chance of dying in a home fire in half. Find out how to correctly 
use smoke alarms. 

 Make an escape plan and practice it. During a fire, you might not be able to see or breathe, 
which means you’ll need a plan you can follow quickly and with your eyes closed. 

 Smoke and other toxic gases kill far more often than heat. These gases disorient before they kill, 
so get out fast. 

 Learn more about what to do after a fire. (PDF, Download Adobe Reader)  

Natural Disasters 

Natural disasters are sudden environmental events that have catastrophic consequences, such 
as loss of life and property damage, including hurricanes, tornados, floods, earthquakes, 
tsunamis, and forest fires. 

Learn how to recognize hazards and what to do to protect yourself and your family at 
Ready.gov’s Natural Disasters website. 

Visit the following links for additional information: 

 Environmental Protection Agency (EPA): Natural Disasters – learn ways to reduce natural 
disaster risks to health and the environment. 

 International Travel: Natural Disasters – information for U.S. citizens who are abroad. 
 Natural Disasters and Severe Weather – emergency preparedness and response information, 

including health and safety concerns. 
 FirstNet – a nationwide public safety broadband network for local, state, regional, tribal and 

federal first responders to emergencies and other public safety personnel, including firefighters 
and paramedics. 

Consider using the Federal Emergency Management Agency's free mobile application, Weather 
the Storm. FEMA's app offers weather alerts, shelter locater, safety tips and information on 

http://www.redcross.org/news/article/Avoid-Kitchen-Fires-Use-Red-Cross-Tips
https://www.phoenix.gov/fire/safety-information/outdoor/bbq
http://www.dhs.gov/es/blog/2010/11/24/thanksgiving-safety-tips-us-fire-administration-usfa
http://www.princegeorgescountymd.gov/sites/Fire/News/Pages/Focus%20on%20Fire%20Safety%20Heating%20Fire%20Safety.aspx
https://www.osha.gov/OshDoc/data_Hurricane_Facts/portable_generator_safety.pdf
https://get.adobe.com/reader/
http://www.fairfaxva.gov/government/code-administration/fire-life-safety-education/seasonal-fire-safety-tips/candle-safety
https://www.ncconsumer.org/news-articles/christmas-tree-safety-live-vs-artificial-trees.html
http://www.ready.gov/wildfires
https://fire.arlingtonva.us/safety/smoke-alarms/
https://fire.arlingtonva.us/safety/smoke-alarms/
http://www.usfa.fema.gov/prevention/outreach/escape.html
https://www.usfa.fema.gov/downloads/pdf/publications/fa_46.pdf
https://get.adobe.com/reader/
http://www.ready.gov/natural-disasters
http://epa.gov/naturaldisasters/
http://travel.state.gov/content/passports/english/emergencies/natural-disasters.html
http://emergency.cdc.gov/disasters/
http://www.firstnet.gov/
http://www.fema.gov/mobile-app
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applying for federal assistance after a disaster. The weather alerts do not replace Wireless 
Emergency Alerts (WEA) function available on many new smartphones.  

Pandemic 

A pandemic is a global disease outbreak. An influenza pandemic occurs when a new virus, 
which the human population has little to no immunity against, emerges and spreads easily from 
person-to-person worldwide. While such a situation rarely happens, planning for pandemic 
influenza can help lessen its impact. 

 Pandemic Awareness - resources to help plan for the next pandemic, as well as information on 
the current situation. 

 Ready.gov: Pandemic - information and resources you may need in case of a flu pandemic. 
 Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) Resources – facts about the CDC’s pandemic 

preparedness efforts. 
 Occupational Safety and Health Topics – guidance on preparing workplaces for a pandemic. 

Prepare for an Evacuation 

Sometimes communities or individuals must leave their homes because of dangerous weather, 
fire, chemical accidents, or other emergency situations. Local officials may decide that hazards 
are serious enough to require evacuations.   

Learn how to prepare yourself and your family for an evacuation, and why a disaster supplies 
kit is important.  

 Plan how you will get away, and anticipate where you will go. Choose several destinations in 
different directions so you have options in an emergency. Ask about evacuation plans at the 
places where you spend time, including work, school, or other places you frequent. 

 Be on the alert for evacuation information from local governments through television, radio, or 
Internet news, as well as through text messages, telephone calls, or warning sirens. 

 Learn how people with particular concerns can prepare for an evacuation:  
o People with disabilities 
o Students abroad 
o Business owners 
o Pet owners 

Radiation Exposure and Emergencies 

Radioactive contamination and radiation exposure can occur if radioactive materials are 
released into the environment as the result of an accident, an event in nature, or an act of 
terrorism. Such a release could expose people and contaminate their surroundings and 
personal property. 

http://www.flu.gov/pandemic/
http://www.ready.gov/pandemic
http://www.cdc.gov/flu/pandemic-resources/
https://www.osha.gov/dsg/topics/pandemicflu/
http://www.ready.gov/evacuating-yourself-and-your-family
http://www.ready.gov/build-a-kit
http://www.ready.gov/build-a-kit
http://www.ready.gov/individuals-access-functional-needs
https://travel.state.gov/content/studentsabroad/en/whileabroad/crisis_information.html
http://www.osha.gov/SLTC/etools/evacuation/
http://www.ready.gov/caring-animals
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 Radioactive Contamination and Radiation Exposure 
 Radiation Exposure during Military Service 
 Calculate Your Radiation Dose 

Radiation Emergencies call the National Response Center's hotline at 1-800-424-8802 to 
report radiation emergencies. 

For more information, visit the following links: 

 Radiation Protection: Emergency Preparedness and Response 
 Ready.gov: Nuclear Power Plants 

Severe Weather Warnings 

View the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration's (NOAA) severe weather forecasts, 
warnings, and updates on various forms of hazardous weather: 

 Current Severe Weather Reports for the 48 Contiguous States 
 Current Advisories for Hawaii and its Surrounding Waters 
 Current Advisories for Alaska and its Surrounding Waters 

General information on preparing for severe weather is also available. 

Another option for weather alerts, consider the FEMA mobile application, Weather the Storm. 
The app can give you alerts from the National Weather Service, plus other information such as 
safety reminders, locate open shelters and share your disaster photos with first responders. 
The FEMA app does not replace Wireless Emergency Alerts (WEA) function available on many 
new smartphones.  

Do you need help? 

Ask us any question about the U.S. government for free. We'll get you the answer, or we'll tell 
you where to find it. 

 Call USA.gov 
 Chat with USA.gov 
 E-mail USA.gov 

 

 
 

http://www.bt.cdc.gov/radiation/contamination.asp
http://www.publichealth.va.gov/exposures/radiation/
http://www.epa.gov/radiation/understand/calculate.html
http://www.nlm.nih.gov/medlineplus/radiationemergencies.html
http://www.nrc.uscg.mil/
http://www.epa.gov/radiation/radiological-emergency-response
http://www.ready.gov/nuclear-power-plants
http://www.spc.noaa.gov/climo/
http://www.prh.noaa.gov/hnl/watchwarn/
http://www.arh.noaa.gov/hazards.php
http://www.fema.gov/media-library/assets/images/115862
https://www.usa.gov/phone
https://www.usa.gov/chat
https://www.usa.gov/email

